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Sphinx Moths 
of the 

Hamilton Study 
Area 

By Bob Curry 

The Sphingidae or hawkmoths 
are among the most interesting and 
attractive of all our clepidoptera 
families. All are fast fliers and 
many are large and beautifully 
marked. Such a well-defined 
family which, generally, does not 
require microscopic analysis for 
identification is well-suited for 
study by the amateur naturalist. 
Over the past two years in 
particular. Bill Lamond and I have 
been seeking moths of most 
species but have paid special 
attention to this family and to 
some others. Sphinx moths are 
attracted to bright (mercury 
vapour) lights and to ultra-violet 
black lights. Most of the records 
which follow were found by 
checking bright lights near woods 
or open country while some were 


attracted to our own UV lights. 
Some as noted were found 
nectaring at aromatic and tubular 
flowers. 

The record of Sphingidae in 
collections indicates that there still 
remain opportunities of 
encountering interesting species 
which have occurred here in the 
past or which could occur in 
future. The published source for 
these records is by Riotte (1992) 
and all references to this author 
refer to this publication unless 
indicated otherwise. 

Manduca quinquemaculata 
FIVE-SPOTTED HAWK MOTH 
28 JULY 1993, LYNDEN (BL) - 
2 OCT 1991 WEST HAMILTON 
(RC). One record in each of 1991, 
1993 and 1994. This is the fairly 
well known tomato hornworm; it 
should be more frequently 
encountered but has seemed to us 
to be rather uncommon. We have 
found it nectaring at dusk at 
flowers (Nicotiana) as well as at 
lights. 


Ceratomia amyntor - ELM 
SPHINX 

16 JUN 1994, W. HAMILTON 
(RC) - 20 JULY 1994, 

BRANTFORD (BL). None in 1993 
but fairly frequently encountered at 
lights in 1994 with at least 10 
individuals involved. 

Ceratomia mdulosa - WAVED 
SPHINX 

30 MAY 1994, W. HAMILTON 
(RC) - 2 AUG 1994, ANCASTER 
(RC). A partial second generation 
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may occur: e.g. 16 AUG 1993, 
ST. GEORGE (BL). The most 
frequently encountered large 
sphingid in our area with about 20 
in 1993 and 17 in 1994. A 
maximum one night count of five 
was at Brant county forest on 5 
July 1993 (BL). 

Sphinx kalmiae - LAUREL 
SPHINX 

The only recent record is of one at 
light, 16 JUN 1 994, 
BRANTFORD (BL). Like several 
other Sphingidae this species is 
commoner to the north in central 
Ontario where there is more 
contiguous forest and other less 
disturbed habitat. It seems never to 
have been common here as Riotte 
reports no specimens for 
Wentworth or Brant although there 
are Halton and Haldimand records. 
It was likely a wanderer at the 
Brant site as there is no suitable 
habitat immediately nearby (BL 
pers comm). 

Lapara bombycoides 
NORTHERN PINE SPHINX 

16 JUN 1993, ANCASTER (RC) 
- 28 JUN 1992, HYDE TRACT 
(RC,BL). Our two records of this 
species probably understate the 
status in our area as it is likely 
found fairly commonly, if locally, 
wherever there are extensive 
plantings of pine. 

Smerinthus jamaicensis 
TWIN-SPOTTED SPHINX 

17 JUN 1993, BEVERLY 
SWAMP RES. (RC.BL) - 24 
JULY 1994, BRANT (BL). There 


is a partial second generation: e.g. 

14 AUG 1993, HYDE TRACT 
(RC,BL). Much more common in 
1993 than in 1994 with 20 
individuals compared to four. 

Paonias excaecatus - BLINDED 
SPHINX 

2 JULY 1994, BRANTFORD (BL) 

- 15 JULY 1993, ST. GEORGE 
(BL). Commoner in 1993 with 
nine individuals but only one in 
1994. 

Paonias myops - SMALL-EYED 
SPHINX 

16 JUN 1993; 1994, HYDE 

TRACT; BRANTFORD (RC,BL; 
BL) - 19 JULY 1993, 

ST.GEORGE (BL). There is a 
partial second brood e.g. 14 AUG 
1993, LYNDEN AND 19 AUG 
1993, ST.GEORGE (BL). This is 
a very commonly encountered 
Sphingid at lights with 20 in 1993 
and 14 in 1994. It can be found on 
almost any night of light checking 
between mid-June and mid-July. 

Laothoe juglandis - WALNUT 
SPHINX 

15 JUN 1994, BRANTFORD (BL) 

- 11 AUG 1993, BRANTFORD 
(BL). This species has not been 
frequently encountered over the 
past two years but there is a 
definite concentration of records 
between 15 and 25 June. 

Pachysphinx modesta - BIG 

POPLAR SPHINX 

23 JUN 1994, ANCASTER (RC) 

- 10 JULY 1993, BRANT CO. 
FOREST (BL). This large and 


impressive moth, like a pink and 
grey "flying mouse" is very 
common in central Ontario but less 
so here with only four records in 
the past two years. 

H e m a r i s t h y s b e 
HUMMINGBIRD CLEARWING 
29 MAY 1991, L. MEDAD; 
ROCKTON - 26 AUG 1992, 
ROCKTON (RC). A day-flying 
species encountered nectaring at 
flowers. Double-brooded in our 
area. 

Hemaris diffmis - SNOWBERRY 
CLEARWING 

24 JUN 1989 (6), GUELPH 
JUNCTION (BL,AW) - 26 AUG 
1992, OSHWEKEN (RC). Not 
quite as frequently encountered as 
the previous species which makes 
the six seen at Guelph Junction 
remarkable. 

Eumorpha pandora - PANDORA 
SPHINX 

9 OCT 1991, WESTDALE. This 
individual found at dusk nectaring 
on Nicotiana at the Teaching 
Gardens is our only recent adult 
record of this enigmatic species, 
Riotte regarded it as uncommon 
except near Kingston but we have 
found it to be rather common in 
Essex and have found larvae 
locally. 

Sphecodina abbottii - ABBOT'S 
SPHINX 

4 JUN 1992, ANCASTER (RC) - 
26 JUN 1994, ANCASTER (RC). 
Males can be seen at dusk 
nectaring at Dame's Rocket in the 
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Dundas Valley. This species is 
described as local and rare by 
Riotte but Lamond did have one in 
Brantford. 

Deidamia inscripta - LETTERED 
SPHINX 

30 MAY 1994, ANCASTER (RC) 

- 17 JUN 1993, ANCASTER 
(RC). We have only found this, 
one of our earliest flying hawk 
moths, in the Dundas Valley. It is 
most easily found at Dame's 
Rocket but has been seen at lights. 

Amphion floridensis - NESSUS 
SPHINX 

27 MAY 1991, DUNDAS (AW) - 
7 JUN 1991, HAYESLAND 
(AW). This is a day flier which is 
probably commoner than the 
records indicate as it is an 
extremely fast flier. It will nectar 
at Dame's Rocket as noted by W. 
Eberlie in Hess (1989), 

Darapsa myron - HOG SPHINX 
16 JUN 1994, BRANTFORD (BL) 

- 21 JUL 1994, BRANTFORD 
(BL). It is interesting that this 
species was much commoner in 
1994 than the previous year with 
21 encountered including (4) 23 
JUN 1994, Ancaster (RC). 

Darapsa pholus - AZALEA 
SPHINX 

This is another species which 
apparently is commoner in central 
and northern Ontario where there 
is more forest. We have but one 
record in the last two summers: 
19 JULY 1994, BRANTFORD 
(BL). 


Hyles euphorbiae - SPURGE 
HAWKMOTH 

Imported from Europe and 
released in the Ottawa area by the 
Department of Agriculture for 
weed control it is now well 
established there (Riotte 1992) and 
has been occasionally found 
elsewhere in southern Ontario as 
indicated in the Toronto 
Entomologists Association annual 
summaries (Hess 1989, Robertson 
1992). Nevertheless, the discovery 
of one at a light, 17 JUN 1994, 
Brantford (BL) is outstanding. It 
should be looked for in areas of 
Cypress Spurge {Euphorbia 
ciparissias) and other Euphorbia in 
our area. 

Sphingids which have occurred in 
our area 

The following species have 
occured at least once in our study 
area as indicated by Riotte (1992) 
but in most cases, not have 
examined the collections in 
institutions, I have no idea of the 
collector, dates, precise collection 
locality or, indeed, whether there 
is more than one documented local 
occurrence. Nevertheless, they are 
intriguing and give one hope that 
at least some will be encountered 
again, locally. 

A g r i u s c i n g u l a t u s 
PINK-SPOTTED HAWK MOTH 
This lovely moth is a wanderer 
from the southern USA. It occurs 
virtually annually during 
September in Essex so it should be 
looked for here. 


Paratraea plebeja - PLEBIAN 
SPHINX 

The only record for Ontario was 
on collected at Caledonia 
(Wentworth) on 25 June 1971 by 
J.T. Troubridge (Riotte 1992). 
Specimen in Canadian National 
Collection. This small plain 
species is common across the 
states to the south of the Great 
Lakes but may not wander. Its 
food plants are said to include 
trumpet-creeper and lilac (Covell 
1984) so it is possible that it 
occurs in small isolated colonies 
such as may be the case at 
Caledonia. 

Sphinx eremitus - HERMIT 
SPHINX 

Listed for both Halton and 
Wentworth (Riotte 1992), it is 
found with some regularity in the 
vicinity of the Pinery (K. Zufelt 
pers comm) and occasionally at 
Point Pelee (Robertson 1993). It 
certainly is to be looked for here. 

Sphinx chersis - GREAT ASH 
SPHINX 

Listed in Riotte for Brant and 
Wentworth but, in recent years 
regular only at Point Pelee (ie. 
Robertson 1994) where it has been 
found nectaring at Bouncing Bet. 

Sphinx canadensis - CANADIAN 
SPHINX 

Although there are specimens from 
Brant and Wentworth this now 
seems to be a far northern species 
with records in Rainy River and 
Timiskaming Districts. 
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Sphinx drupiferarum - WILD 
CHERRY SPHINX 
This seems to be a scarce species 
found with some regularity at 
northern locations such as 
Matachewan, Timiskaming (L. 
Taman pers comm) but Riotte lists 
it for Wentworth and it has been 
taken in Essex in recent years (P. 
Pratt pers comm.) so we should be 
on the look-out for it. 

Smerinthus cerisyi - ONE-EYED 
SPHINX 

Riotte says it is widespread and 
comparatively common in northern 
Ontario but with only a few 
records for southern Ontario. He 
lists Brant and Halton. 

Erinnyis ello - ELLO SPHINX 
A wanderer from the south which 
has only been obtained a very few 
times among which is an 
intriguing Hamilton record 
(Riotte). I have no date or precise 
location at this time but it is likely 
from late summer or early fall. 

Aellopos titan - TITAN SPHINX 
Very rare and almost certainly an 
immigrant from the south. Most 
records are from the extreme 
south-western part of the province 
i.e. at least two and possibly four 
or five at Fish Point, Pelee Island 
8 July 1994 (Curry, Lamond, 
Wormington). However, Riotte 
notes two worn specimens from 
Grimsby with neither month nor 
year from the Bethune collection 
in the ROM. Research is needed to 
determine if these are valid 


additions to the Hamilton Study 
Area list of Sphingidae. 

Eumorpha achemon - ACHEMON 
SPHINX 

Riotte lists both Halton and 
Wentworth for this beautiful moth 
which is regular in south-western 
Ontario. It feeds on grape so could 
breed here. 

D a r a p s a versicolor 

HYDRANGEA SPHINX 
Riotte describes its status as local 
and rare and lists Wentworth 
among the counties which have 
specimens. It should be looked for 
near Buttonbush. 

Hyles lineata - WHITE-LINED 
SPHINX 

Brant and Wentworth are listed in 
Riotte but it has not been reported 
away from Point Pelee in the last 
five years of Toronto 
Entomologists' Annual Summaries. 

Hyles gallii - GALIUM SPHINX 
Riotte indicates that this may now 
be considered to be a northern 
species which is where we have 
encountered it in Algoma and 
Kenora Districts. 

Sphingids which could possibly 
occur in our area 
Manduca sexta - CAROLINA 
SPHINX 

The larva feeds on tobacco and as 
the Norfolk Sand Plain, where it is 
found regularly, extends very close 
to our area it should be looked for 
on the west side of Brantford at 
the edge of the study area. 


Dolba hyloeus - PAWPAW 
SPHINX 

Although it is very scarce in 
Ontario Riotte lists a Lincoln 
record. Blueberries are among the 
foodplants. 

Sphinx luscitiosa - CLEMENS 
SPHINX 

Yet another species found in 
central and northern Ontario but 
Riotte lists several southern 
counties including Haldimand. 

Sphinx poecila ASphinx gordius - 
APPLE SPHINX 
This is a closely related species 
pair. Riotte (1980) first described 
gordius and lists Haldimand as one 
of the few counties it has been 
taken in Ontario. Poecila is 
common and widespread across 
central and northern Ontario but, 
again, Haldimand and Lincoln are 
listed. 

Erinnyis obscura - OBSCURE 
SPHINX 

A tropical species with only a few 
Ontario records but these include 
Welland and York Counties. 
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Underwings 
of the 

Hamilton Area 
1992-94 

by Bill Lamond 
The Underwings encompass 
one genera ( Catocala ) of the large 
family of cutworm or owlet moths. 
They are a very diverse genera in 


North America of about 110 
species, of which about 40 have 
been recorded in Ontario. They are 
characterized by typically non¬ 
descript forewings and usually 
strongly patterned and coloured 
hindwings. Many of the species 
are as large as Mourning Cloaks 
and thus are quite spectacular. 
Only the sphinx moths and the 
silkworm moths are more highly 
regarded by most moth enthusiasts. 

Underwings are readily 
observed noctumally by a baiting 
technique known as sugaring. 
Diverse mixtures of attractants 
such as fruit juices, rotten fruits, 
beer, molasses and brown sugar 
are slathered on tree trunks in the 
hope of luring various Underwing 
species. On most nights, in season, 
this technique usually meets with 
some success, and on some nights 
the numbers can be impressive, at 
times averaging more than one per 
tree. Observing Underwings while 
they feed can be tricky. Often they 
will fly at the first sign of the 
flashlight. However, just as often 
they remain feeding under the full 
glare of the flashlight. They can 
then be closely studied, often with 
their forewings spread, revealing 
the spectacular hindwings. This is 
the ultimate way to observe these 
fascinating moths. 

Since 1992, Bob Curry and 
myself have attempted to become 
familiar with the Underwings in 
the Hamilton Study Area. We have 
sugared regularly in August and 


September at several locations in 
our area, sometimes together but 
usually separately. Sites sugared 
include areas around Brantford 
such as Pioneer Grove, Tutela 
Heights and Powerline Road at the 
Grand River, Brant County Forest 
south of Glen Morris, Dundas 
Valley, Oriskany Sandstone 
Formation, Beverly Swamp and 
Rockton and Hyde Tracts. 
Underwings were also regularly 
observed at lights in both urban 
and rural areas. A complete list of 
all Catocala observed by Curry 
and Lamond from 1992-94 was 
compiled and distilled to produce 
the following summary. This 
summary includes limiting dates 
(first & last dates), area status, 
locations for the rarer species, high 
counts, and larval food-plants. 
Obviously with only 3 years of 
field work at a limited number of 
sites, this list cannot claim to be 
comprehensive. Nor can the 
limiting dates or status given be 
anything but a rough 
approximation. Nonetheless it can 
be fine tuned with future field 
work. 

The Betrothed (Catocala 
innub ens) 

An uncommon species in the 
area. It feeds on Honey Locust 
which is not native to this area; 
However, this tree has been 
extensively planted in urban 
environs thus this species can now 
be found at lights in urban areas. It 
was observed on 5 occasions from 
3 sites from 20 Aug to 14 Sep. 
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The stunning form "scintillans" has 
been recorded at Ancaster and 
Brantford. 

The Penitent ( Catocala piatrix ) 
This uncommon species feeds 
on a variety of trees. It was 
recorded on 3 occasions at 2 sites 
in 1994 at Oriskany and at 
Carolina Park in Brantford. 
Recorded from 27 Aug to 28 Sep. 

Habilis Underwing ( Catocala 
habilis ) 

This medium sized Underwing 
is fairly uncommon in the HSA. It 
has been found only at Oriskany 
and Rockton Tract from 28 Aug to 
14 Sep. This and the next five 
species all feed on hickories and 
walnuts. 

Obscure Undenving ( Catocala 
obscura ) 

An uncommon species that has 
been found at 3 locations in the 
HSA including Rockton Tract, 
Grand River Trail at Hardy Rd and 
at Oriskany. Limiting dates are 27 
Aug to 14 Sep. This and the two 
following species divert from the 
typical Underwing pattern as they 
possess black hindings. 

Yellow-gray Underwing 
(Catocala retecta) 

An uncommon species which 
has been found at only 3 sites: 
Oriskany, Rockton Tract and 
Pioneer Grove. It is common at 
Oriskany where 35 were observed 
on 31 Aug 1994. Has been 
recorded from 18 Aug to 14 Sep. 

Widow Underwing ( Catocala 
vidua) 


A rare species in Ontario. In 
the HSA it has only been found at 
Oriskany where 2 were observed 
on 13 Sep 1993, 

Oldwife Underwing ( Catocala 
palaeogama ) 

A rare species in the HSA. Has 
only been found at Oriskany where 
2 were observed on 31 Aug 1994. 

The Bride ( Catocala neogama) 

A common species in the HSA. 
Has been observed from 3 Aug 
until 8 Oct. 

Ilia or Beloved Underwing 

('Catocala ilia) 

A common oak feeder. Has 
been recorded from 15 July to 11 
Sep. 

Yellow-banded Underwing 

(Catocala cerogama ) 

This species is common in 
areas where Basswood is common, 
the larval foodplant. A high of 48 
individuals were observed opposite 
the Hyde Tract on 14 Aug 1993. 
Limiting dates are from 27 July to 
7 Oct. 

White or Forsaken Underwing 

(Catocala relicta) 

A fairly common species that 
feeds on poplars, aspen and 
willows. Recorded from 18 July to 
23 Sep. 

Once-married Underwing 

(Catocala unijuga) 

This species feeds on poplars 
and willows. It is common in the 
HSA with limiting dates of 27 July 
to 25 Sep. 

Mother Underwing (Catocala 


parta) 

Another species that feeds on 
poplars and willows. This species 
is relatively common and has been 
recorded from 2 Aug until 23 Sep. 
One individual of the melanistic 
form "forbesi" was observed at 
Hwy 53 and Glancaster Rd in 
1994. 

Briseis Underwing (Catocala 
briseis ) 

This species is probably 
uncommon to rare in our area as it 
is near its southern range limit. It 
is another poplar and willow 
feeder. Only one individual has 
been observed. A ragged 
individual was observed at Hwy 99 
and Park Rd in Brantford on 15 
Sep 1994. 

Darling Underwing (Catocala 
cara) 

A large species with dark 
forewings and pink hindwings that 
is one of the loveliest of the 
Underwings. It is relatively 
common in the HSA and feeds on 
poplars and willows. It has been 
recorded from 14 Aug to 7 Oct. 

Sleepy or Pink Underwing 

(Catocala concumbens) 

A common species that has 
very beautifully patterned 
hindwings. It is poplar and willow 
feeder that has been recorded from 
14 Aug until 28 Sep. 

The Sweetheart (Catocala 
amatrix ) 

This large underwing is 
relatively common in the HSA. It 
has been recorded from 15 Aug 
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until 8 Oct. Feeds on poplars and 
willows. 

Ultronia Undenving (Catocala 
ultronia) 

A smallish underwing that is 
quite common. It feeds on 
hawthorn and apple. Has been 
recorded from 21 July until 31 
Aug. 

Hawthorn Underwing (Catocala 
crataegi ) 

A small species that is very 
similar in appearance to blandula. 
As might be guessed it feeds on 
Hawthorn as well as apple. It is 
common in this area and has been 
recorded from 27 July until 23 
Aug. 

Wonderful Underwing (Catocala 
mira) 

A fairly common species that 
is similar to the preceding species 
but can be separated on hindwing 
colour. It is a hawthorn feeder that 
has been recorded from 25 July 
until 30 Aug. 

Woody Underwing (Catocala 
grynea ) 

A common hawthorn feeder. It 
has been recorded from 26 July 
until 30 Aug. 

Charming Underwing (Catocala 
blandula) 

Very similar to the Hawthorn 
Underwing. Worn specimens are 
very difficult to separate. This 
species is common and has been 
recorded from 10 July until 3 Aug. 
Another hawthorn feeder. 

Little Underwing ((Catocala 


minuta) 

This species had not previously 
been recorded in Ontario. It is the 
smallest Underwing in our area. 
Two individuals were recorded in 
the Carolina Park area of 
Brantford on 17 and 19 July 1994 
respectively. This species feeds on 
Honey Locust which is common in 
the Carolina Park area. 

Girlfried Underwing (Catocala 
arnica) 

This species is probably 
uncommon in our area as only one 
individual has been recorded. This 
individual was recorded at lights in 
Ancaster on 14 Sep 1994. This 
species is an oak feeder. 


Of La Salle Reborn 

by Bill Luton 

If the ghost of Rene-Robert 
Cavelier, sieur de La Salle, were to 
walk the track of his earthly 
adventures — a long walk to be sure: 
from his farm on the island of 
Montreal, to Fort Frontenac on Lake 
Ontario, to the Griffon on Lake Erie, 
to the mouth of the Mississippi, and 
even to the coast of Texas — he 
would undoubtedly be amused by our 
little park on the north shore of the 
Bay. After all, he had laid claim to 
the entire Mississippi watershed on 
behalf of his ruler and supporter, 
King Louis XIV of France. But wait 
a minute, Rene-Robert, look at all 
that activity in our park; where else in 
this year of 1995 can you find so 


much interest in something named 
after yourself? Moreover, all this 
work is aimed at getting back a few 
of the good things you took for 
granted in the seventeenth century, 
like lots of fish and wildlife and clean 
water. 

Restoration started on the historic 
north shore site on January 3 (that's 
1995, not 1679). On a sunny Saturday 
in mid-March I went to check on 
progress — and was surprised to 
discover how much had been 
accomplished. Along the shoreline 
was the stonework that would form 
the base for the new path, the new 
point at the west end, the four 
headlands. In accordance with the 
plan of Fish & Wildlife Habitat 
Restoration, the Harbour 
Commissioners administered the 
contracting and supervised the work 
— and deserve a vote of thanks for 
their dedication and expertise. 

But what was that long sinuous 
point stretching out into the water at 
the east end? H'mm — didn't 
remember that on the plan. A word of 
explanation from John Hall, Project 
Manager of the F&WHR, solved the 
puzzle. That point was a means of 
constructing the offshore island, the 
reefs, and the emergent shoals that 
would be a key part of the habitat. 
Building a strip out from land was 
more efficient than bringing stone in 
by barge. 

I wandered along the shore taking 
in the new waterfront. It was rough 
going, and it would have been easy to 
turn an ankle. Despite that, and the 
cool breeze off the water, many 
others were out exploring, with lots of 
smiling faces and happy talk. Fish and 
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wildlife habitat was the name of the 
game, but obviously great people 
habitat was being created, too. A 
lesson indeed for our political leaders: 
improve habitat for the other specie 
on this earth and you improve things 
for homo sapiens. 

Certainly a lot had been put in 
place in a short time, but much 
remained to be done. For example, all 
the fish habitat modules. These would 
be different than the ones used at 
Harbourfront Park. Along the point 
will be root tangles, produced by 
taking the branches off large trees, 
and inserting two-thirds of the trunk 
firmly into the stonework with the 
roots sticking out into the water. No 
trees cut down for this purpose, 
either; they will be provided gratis by 
the City of Hamilton from an ongoing 
construction site. Other fish habitat 
will be set up by inserting concrete 
pipes in the rock work, and still 
others by using concrete hydro poles. 
Sure great habitat for bass, pike, 
walleye, sunfish, channel cats — but 
think of kids fishing in the Bay — 
that's great people habitat. 

The cut and the bridge on the 
west point (that will actually make it 
an island) still had to be done, and all 
the landscaping. Most will be finished 
by the end of June. The City of 
Burlington will be complementing the 
shoreline work with enhancement of 
the old pier. The end result of all this 
will be two very different prospects 
for the walker: at water level the 
swans, geese, and ducks can be seen 
close up; along the top the path 
meanders through beautifiil big trees 
and overlooks the new shoreline. All 
this will make La Salle Park a super 


place to wander around and enjoy the 
beauty of our "new" Bay. Make a 
visit soon; just stop in the upper 
parking lot, and walk over to the edge 
to get a bird's eye view. 

There are two other major 
projects of F&WHR this year. I have 
already written about the North East 
Shoreline in the March Wood Duck. 
The third big project is the 
construction of the carp 
barrier/fishway as part of the 
restoration of Cootes marsh, the great 
"Project paradise" of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens. It is true that 
much activity has been taking place in 
Cootes for the past two years — the 
work of the RBG with the Aqua Dam 
and planting of marsh vegetation; the 
experiments of the Biology 
department of McMaster University 
on carp exclosures, water quality, and 
plant genetics. Many of these 
endeavours will continue, but in 1995 
the centre of attention will be the carp 
barrier. Not only is it the most 
complex, innovative and expensive 
component, but also on its success 
depends the restoration of the marsh. 

There is good news and bad news 
about the barrier. The good news si 
that construction on this complex 
structure has been moving steadily 
ahead, as anyone driving along 
highway 403 will observe. What 
cannot readily be observed are the 
many changes made to improve the 
original design — like provision of a 
coating to keep off zebra mussels (at 
a cost of $45,000, but a lot of 
maintenance will be eliminated) and 
installation of a hydro connection 
from York Road (more expensive 
than the planned generator, but a lot 


less noisy, and again less 
maintenance). The bad news is that 
completion was delayed by the 
changes: latest forecast is for the end 
of April, with phasing in of the 
fishway operation during May. But 
(naturally!) the carp were on 
schedule, and began arriving early in 
March. This year will be one of 
learning how to use the fishway, but 
some carp will be removed, since 
some migration takes place 
throughout the season. 


In the fall I will have a lot more 
information about Cootes restoration, 
and also about all the other good 
things going on: like the big project 
of the RBG in the Hendrie Valley, 
where construction has started on a 
trail which will be part of David 
Crombie's Waterfront Trail; and like 
the pike spawning marsh on 
Grindstone Creek, where the rebuilt 
berm withstood the record high water 
levels in January ... and still more: 
the West Harbourfront Study should 
be out this summer (that has the 
potential for one of the biggest 
projects ever to hit Hamilton) ... and 
don't forget Aquafest. What an 
exciting time for the citizens of 
Hami 11on- Wentworth and 
Burlington-Halton! And especially for 
members of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club, 
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Don’t Ever Give Up 

by Allan Howie 

The visitor to Newfoundland is 
immediately struck by the rural 
quality of the entire province. Even 
St. John's, the provincial capital and 
largest city, has only slightly more 
than 100,000 people, making it 
smaller than Burlington. 
Newfoundland's total population is 
just over half a million people, 
making it roughly equivalent in 
population to the Region of 
Hamilton-Wentworth. 

Hamilton too, had its rural times, 
but they didn't last long. As the steel 
industry prospered, Hamilton's 
population grew rapidly. From 1950 
onward, the growing population with 
its many needs, its desire for 
consumer goods, and in particular its 
love affair with the automobile, meant 
that much of Hamilton's surrounding 
environment was quickly taken up by 
development. 

Over the years, of course, the 
city, in conjunction with organizations 
like the Royal Botanical Gardens and 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club, had 
done what it could to preserve 
important environmental areas. 
Unfortunately not all the wildlife had 
the good sense to live in protected 
areas, those who lived elsewhere all 
too often found themselves in the path 
of development and were decidedly 
out of luck. It was doubly unfortunate 
that during these years very little 
thought was ever given to developing 
in an environmentally friendly 
maimer. 

Consider the case of the Chedoke 
Expressway, the Highway 403 


Don't Ever 
Give Up 



Bypass. In 1963 the first section of 
this highway was opened, linking the 
Queen Elizabeth Way in Burlington 
with Longwood Road in Hamilton. 
During the next two years two 
extensions of this highway were 
completed, the final one linking 
Aberdeen Avenue with Highway #2 
in Ancaster. Thus, by 1965 we had a 
six lane swath of blacktop 100 yards 
wide and 25 kilometres long cutting 
through what was once prime wildlife 
habitat, furthermore, this development 
seemed to take place with virtually no 
protest from local environmental 
groups. 

Cities and their first cousins the 
superhighways are by their very 
nature insatiable monsters, devoted 
like the cancer cell to growth and 
more growth. The superhighway 
especially is like the Greek hydra 


which grows seven new heads for 
each one cut off. Travel any stretch of 
highway and you will see it sprouting 
new exit ramps, overpasses and 
collector lanes. 

In one of his novels Wilber Smith 
writes: 

the death of the 
individual animal is 
sad but inevitable; 
but the death of the 
marsh or the forest or 
the grassland that 
supports the entire 
species is infinitely 
tragic. 

Scattered along highway 403 on any 
day, numerous road kills provide 
mute testimony to the death of 
individual animals. But the highway 
itself stands as a grim monument to 
the death of wildlife habitat. 
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Hamilton's latest highway project, 
the Red Hill Expressway, the subject 
of much controversy, is currently 
underway. Despite concessions on the 
part of the Provincial Government, 
many environmentalists are still 
extremely unhappy about this 
development, which is just one more 
example of the nibbling away process 
so characteristic of sprawling urban 
areas, illustrating once again that 
when humans and animals compete 
for the same space, wildlife will 
always be the loser. 

Although there are a number of 
objections to the project, one of the 
major ones concerns the threat to the 
wetlands located on either side of the 
Queen Elizabeth Highway. These 
areas have co-existed with the 
highway for years, most motorists 
being largely unaware of the wildlife 
habitat they are zooming past, and the 
wildlife managing reasonably well 
despite the proximity of a steady 
stream of motor vehicles. 

As boys we explored this marsh, 
sometimes thoughtlessly catching 
frogs and snakes. Once we caught a 
snapping turtle, but eventually 
released it to crawl back into the 
ooze. Today this is still one of my 
favourite nature walks. Last year I 
observed two large snapping turtles 
there, one of which may have been 
the same turtle we caught forty years 
earlier. But the days of these turtles, 
and of the frogs, fish, muskrat and 
herons, may well be numbered, 
despite assurances that wetlands will 
be protected, the plans of the 
Expressway call for collector lanes in 
this section of the Q.E.W., an 
expansion that can occur only where 


these wetlands now exist. 

When I walk along Van Wagner's 
Marsh this year I will wonder if this 
is the last year I will be able to do so. 
I will wonder also if in years to come 
I will mourn the tragic death of yet 
another wildlife habitat. 

Recently I saw a wonderful 
cartoon in a Burlington store window. 
A Great Blue Heron had caught a 
frog. The frog's legs were hanging out 
of the heron's beak, its head was out 
of sight, but its hands were fastened 
around the heron's throat and it was 
squeezing with a determination that 
said the heron had not yet won its 
meal. Our attitude towards the Red 
Hill Expressway should be that of this 
spunky little frog, 

The caption read: "Don't ever 
give up." 


Red Hill Creek 
Biological Inventory 

by Paul Rose 

The HNC inventory of Red Hill 
Valley is underway with the first 
results of the first week of 
ornithological work already in. The 
migratory survey is being carried out 
by John Hannah and myself, while 
Michael Patrikeev is in charge of 
gathering breeding bird records. 
Observers are most interested in those 
species using the valley as a stopover 
point during spring and fall migration, 
and those recorded as breeding in the 
area. However all species sighted 
while on the census are being 
recorded. 


To date, eight transects have been 
mapped out, including three in King's 
Forest Park, two in Mount Albion 
Conservation Area, one along the 
Escarpment Rail Trail and two further 
north in the valley. Bird counts in 
these key areas need to be made on a 
daily basis, particularly during times 
of peak migration when numbers and 
species composition are most 
dynamic. While John and myself are 
attempting to census all of the 
transects on a daily basis, we would 
be appreciative of any time that 
volunteers could spare to ensure the 
best possible coverage. 

The valley demonstrates a 
diversity of habitats rich in both birds 
and other types of wildlife. John and 
I have compiled a list of 55 bird 
species in the first week of 
observataions, at a time when spring 
migration through our area has not yet 
begun for most species. 

Northern Shrike and Purple 
Finches among highlights 

Highlights include a Northern 
Shrike frequenting Mount Albion 
Conservation Area, as many as five 
Ring-Necked Pheasants calling from 
the same area, Eastern Phoebes 
scounting out nesting areas at several 
locations, two singing Purple Finches 
along trails through King's Forest, an 
overwintering Long-Eared Owl at 
King's Forest Golf Course, a Great 
Horned Owl and a several Eastern 
Screech Owls near the same location, 
and a pair of Cooper's Hawks 
frequenting an old nest site. 

Other migrants to the valley to 
date include good numbers of Brown 
Creepers, Golden-crowned Kinglets, 
and American Robins, together with 
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sightings of Field Sparrows, White- 
throated Sparrows, Hermit Thrush, 
displaying Woodcock and Snipe, 
Pectoral Sandpiper, Wood Chick, 
Swamp Sparrows, and Northern 


Mockingbird. As you can see there is 
no shortage of activity. We hope that 
you may find some time in your 
schedule to contribute to this very 
worthwhile inventory effort, and in so 


doing, explore a little piece of Red 
Hill Valley. 

Please contact Paul Rose at 
905-523-6029 for more information. 



1993 Hamilton Study Area Butterfly Summary 

by Bill Lamond 

This is the sixth annual summary of the butterflies of the Hamilton Study Area (HSA-40.2 km radius from 
Dundum Castle, Hamilton). This report is not nearly as comprehensive as previous reports as there was not 
nearly as much butterflying activity in 1993 as compared to other years. This was mostly due to the fact that 
some of the really keen lepidopterists have become largely nocturnal and are concentrating most of their efforts 
on moths. Nonetheless, there was enough butterfly data collected in 1993 to maintain the viability of this report. 
However, the format has changed somewhat. 

In the past all first and last dates of all broods was recorded. This is now not the case. Due to the lack of 
activity, some of the first and last dates that were recorded are not at all representative of realistic limiting dates. 
Therefore only records that represent fairly accurate limiting dates are included. Thus some species that were 
observed in 1993 may not be listed in the following report if there were no significant dates recorded. After each 
date listed, the number of individuals observed is given in square brackets. After this, the township or city of 
the record is given in round brackets as well as the initials of the observer(s). New locality data is listed at the 
end of each species account and includes township or city of occurrence, observer(s) initials, and the six digit 
UTM of the locality. Common names follow J.Y. Miller (1992: The Common Names of North American 
Butterflies ) but changes proposed by the Standing Committee on English Names of the North American Butterfly 
Association have been adopted (Cassie et al. 1993: American Butterflies 1: 21-28). 

In 1993, a total of 62 species were recorded in the HSA. Resident species that were not observed in 1993 
included Sleepy Duskywing, Dreamy Duskywing, Leonardus Skipper, Two-spotted Skipper, Giant Swallowtail, 
Spicebush Swallowtail, West Virginia White, Harvester, American Copper, Bog Copper, Aphrodite, and Tawny 
Emperor. Immigrant species that were not recorded included Painted Lady and Milbert's Tortoiseshell. 
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SILVER-SPOTTED SKIPPER ( Epargyreus clams) 

"ZZgtVT "SrSlSSr“ 10 AUS [1) (M, “ 8 “- CR) - '««>» ,993 ™,: 

Powerline Rd @ Grand River 527802 (Brantford-RC) 

5.0 km NW of St. George 561898 (S.Dumfries-BL) 

St. George Woods 613882 (S.Dumfries-CB.BL.KM) 

Rattray Marsh 565749 (Mississauga-CR) 

NORTHERN CLOUDYWING (Thorybes pylades) 

“ ‘L J ^ [3] (KS) and 14 My at the Kin 8 Road station N of Hwy 403 (Burlington) 

JUVENAL S DUSKYWING ( Erynnis Juvenalis) 

Fi^reoorded on 8 May [1] (Brantford-BL) and last recorded on 5 July (N.Dumfries-RC). This latter date was record-late for the HSA by 
MOTTLED DUSKYWING ( Erynnis martialis) 

Recorded on 3 occasions in 1993. One individual was observed at the King Road site on 29 June (KS) and another individual was flushed 
out o a patch of New Jersey Tea on 14 July (BL) at this same site. Another individual was photographed on 15 June (TS) however this 
individual may have been observed at the other station along Snake Road. 

COLUMBINE DUSKYWING (Erynnis lucilius) 

ARcncI F0 ™” ' Vh,Ch W “ ‘ " e ' v locmon for ,h,s spec,es 

100^.0^,1^993: 6 JUne (SDumfries ‘ BL ’ KG > and last observed ™ 27 June (N.Dumfries-MNP). This skipper was recorded from 2 new 

St. George Woods 613882 (S.Dumfries-BL) 

2.0 km E of St. George 624884 (S Dumfries-KG.BL) 

EUROPEAN SKIPPER ( Thymelicus lineola ) 

First recorded on 4 June [1] (Burlington-RD,JS) and last recorded on 25 July [6] (W Lmcoln-KM) 

PECK'S SKIPPER t Pollies peckius) h 

Last recorded on 16 Sept. [2] (Hamilton-RC). 

TAWNY-EDGED SKIPPER (Polites themistocles) 

First recorded on 13 June [1] (Flamborough-KM). 

CROSSLINE SKIPPER (Polites origenes) 

locSionsTn^S 1 : 4 ^ [1] (Brantf ° rd ' RC) laSt recorded on 8 Au § t 1 ] (Flamborough-BL). This skipper was recorded from 2 new 

LE&N RR at Hardy Rd 568786 (Brantford-RC) 

Powerline Rd @ Grand River 527802 (Brantford-BL,JG) 

LONG DASH (Polites mystic) 

first recorded on 1 / June [1] (Flamborough-KG.BL). A high count of 40 individuals was noted at St. George Woods on 1 July (S.Dumfries- 
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CB,KM,BL). 

NORTHERN BROKEN DASH ( Wallengrenia egeremet) 

First observed on 30 June [1] (Brantford-BL) and last observed on 1 Aug [1] (Brantford-RC). 

LITTLE GLASSYWING ( Pompeius vema) 

First recorded on 30 June [1] (Brantford-BL). This species was recorded at 3 new sites in 1993: 

Powerline Rd @ Grand River 527802 (Brantford-BL) 

King Rd N of Hwy 403 931980 (Burlington-BL) 

Indian Lookout 514896 (S.Dumfries-BL) 

DELAWARE SKIPPER ( Atrytone logari) 

First recorded on 4 July [1] (Brantford-RC) and last recorded on 1 Aug [1] (N.Dumfries-RC.SW.CW). 

MULBERRY WING (Poanes massasoit) 

First recorded on 5 July [1J (N.Dumfries-RC). A high count of 22 was recorded from the Branchton site on 13 July (BL). One new site was 
recorded in 1993: 

5.0 km NW of St. George 561898 (S.Dumfries-BL) 

HOBOMOK SKIPPER ( Poanes hobomok ) 

First recorded on 29 May [2] (Flamborough-BL) and last recorded on 9 July [1] (Puslinch_RC,DC). Pocahontas females were observed at 
Pioneer Grove [1] (Brantford-KG.BL) and at Branchton [1] (N. Dumfries-CB.KM BL) 

BROAD-WINGED SKIPPER ( Poanes viator) 

This species was last recorded on 6 Aug [3] (N.Dumfries-KG,BL), It was recorded at one new site in 1993: 

5.0 km NW of St. George 561898 (S.Dumfries-BL) 

DION SKIPPER ( Euphyes diori) 

First recorded on 8 July [1] (S.Dumfries-BL). This species was recorded at one new location in 1993: 

Brant County Forest 539891 (S.Dumfries-BL) 

BLACK DASH (Euphyes conspicuus) 

First observed on 10 July [1] (S.Dumfries-BL). The Black Dash was observed at 1 new location in 1993: 

St. George Woods 613882 (S.Dumfries-BL) 

DUN SKIPPER ( Euphyes vestris) 

First recorded on 29 June [1] (Brantford-KS). 

BLACK SWALLOWTAIL ( Papilio polyxenes ) 

First observed on 8 May [1] (Brantford-BL) and last observed on 24 Sep [1] (Brantford-BL) 

EASTERN TIGER SWALLOWTAIL (i Plenums glaucus ) 

First observed on 13 June [1] (Glanbrook-AW). This species was observed on only a few occasions in 1993. 

MUSTARD WHITE (Artogeia napi) 

First observed on 27 Apr [2] (Flamborough-KS) and last observed on 27 Aug [1] (Flamborough-BL). 

CABBAGE WHITE ( Artogeia rapae) 

First reported on 30 Apr [1] (Grimsby-RD) and last recorded on 26 Oct [1] (S.Dumfries-BL). 

CLOUDED SULPHUR [Common Sulphur] (Colias philodice) 

This species was first recorded on 16 May [1/1] (Brantford-RC/BL,JG). It was last recorded on 26 Oct [1] (S.Dumfries). 

ORANGE SULPHUR ( Colias eurytheme ) 

First recorded on 8 June [1] (Brantford-KS) in 1993. It was last recorded on 18 Nov [1] (Brantford-BL). This latter date was record-late 
for the HSA. 

BRONZE COPPER (.Hyllolycaena hyllus) 

The first brood was first observed on 27 June [1] (N.Dumfries-WB.BL). The species was last recorded 30 Aug [1] (Mississauga-CR). It was 
recorded from several new locations in 1993: 

St. George Woods 613882 (S.Dumfries-BL,CB.KM) 

St. George Industrial Area 591874 (S.Dumfries-BL) 

Powerline Rd @ Grand River 527802 (Brantford-JG.BL) 

Harnsburg Oxbow Swamp 641874 (Flamborough-WB.BL) 

Pioneer Grove 582745 (Brantford-BL) 

Rattray Marsh 128192 (Mississauga-CR) 

DORCAS COPPER ( Epidemia dorcas) 
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A high of 40 were recorded at Triangle Fen on 10 July (Brantford-KS) and a high of 25 were recorded at the Grand River Fen on the same 
day (Brantford-KS). 

ACADIAN HAIRSTREAK (Satyrium acadica) 

First observed on 4 July [3] (Brantford-JG,BL) and last observed on 2 Aug [1] (Brantford-BL). 

HICKORY HAIRSTREAK (Satyrium caryaevorus) 

This species was recorded from one new site in 1993: 

Oriskany Sandstone Formation 862557 (Haldimand-RC) 

EASTERN PINE ELFIN (Incisalia niphori) 

First observed on 1 May [1] (Flamborough-KG,BL) and last observed on 13 June [1] (Flamborough-KM). The former date was record-early 
for the HSA by several days. In 1993, niphon was discovered at 1 new location: 

Oriskany Sandstone Formation 862557 (Haldimand-RC) 

EASTERN TAILED BLUE (Everes comyntas) 

Last observed on 22 Sep [1] (Brantford-BL). 

SPRING AZURE (Celastrina ladori) 

The Spring Azure was last recorded on 22 Sep [1] (Brantford-BL). GREAT SPANGLED FRITILLARY (Speyeria cybele) 

First observed on 27 June [1J (N.Dumfries-WB,BL). 

MEADOW FRITILLARY (Clossiana bellona) 

First recorded on 10 May [6] (Flamborough-RC). This date was record-early for the HSA. 

BALTIMORE (Euphydryas phaeton) 

The Baltimore was first observed on 29 June [1] (S.Dumfries-BL). It was recorded at 1 new site in 1993: at St George Woods (613882) 
where 15 individuals were noted on 1 July (S.Dumfries-KM,CB,BL). 

QUESTION MARK (Polygonia interrogationis) 

This immigrant was first recorded on 12 June [1] (Dundas-KM,BC,RD). 

EASTERN COMMA [Comma] ( Polygonia comma) 

First recorded on 30 Mar [1] (Burlington-RC). The first brood was first observed on 18 June 111 (Burlinston-RDV 
GRAY COMMA {Polygonia progne) 

Only recorded on 15 July [1] at Branchton in 1993 (N.Dumfries-BL KG) 

COMPTON TORTOISESHELL (Nymphalis vau-album) 

Only recorded on one occasion in 1993, near Merrick Field Centre in the Dundas Valley on 18 Apr [2] (Ancaster-BM BL) 

MOURNING CLOAK {Nymphalis annopa) 

First observed on 9 Apr [1] (Brantford-BL). 

AMERICAN LADY [American Painted Lady] {Vanessa virgmiensis) 

First recorded on 1 May [1] (Grimsby-BL). 

RED ADMIRAL (Vanessa atalanta) 

First observed on 1 May [3] (Grimsby-BL). 

The Buckeye (Junonia coenia) 

Single individuals were observed on 3 occasions at the Branchton Railway Prairie in 1993 (13 July-BL. 17 July-RC.KZ. 2 Aug-MNP). It 
is very possible that all 3 sightings were of the same individual. Most interesting is the fact that this species was observed at the same 
location on 28 June & 11 July of 1992 (MNP). 

RED-SPOTTED PURPLE (Basilarchia arthemis astyanax) 

First observed on 14 June [1] (Dundas-RD) and last observed on 4 Sep [1] (Dundas-RD). 

WHITE ADMIRAL (Basilarchia arthemis arthemis) 

Only reported from Beverly Swamp Reserve on 10 July [1] (Flamborough-KG,CB,KM,BL), 

VICEROY (Basilarchia archippus) 

First observed on 11 June [1] (Burlington-RC). It was last observed on 24 Sep [1] (Brantford-BL). 

NORTHERN PEARLY EYE (Enodia anthedon) 

This species was first recorded on 26 June [2] (Flamborough-KG,BL). 

EYED BROWN [Northern Eyed Brown] (Satyrodes eurydice) 

First recorded on 22 June [3] (S.Dumfries-BL). 

LITTLE WOOD SATYR (Megisto cymela) 

First recorded on 4 June [2] (Burlington-RD) and last recorded on 15 Aug [1] (Oakville-BC.RD). 
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COMMON RINGLET [Inornate Ringlet] (Coenonympha inomata) 

The second brood was first observed on 2 Aug [1] (Brantford-BL). 

COMMON WOOD NYMPH (Cercyonis pegala nephele) 

First observed on 29 June [6] (Brantford-KS) and last observed on 27 Aug [1] (Flamborough-BL). 

MONARCH (Danaus plexippus) 

The Monarch was first observed on 28 May [1] (Puslinch-RD). It was last observed on 24 Oct [1] (N.Dumfries-RC). 


Habitat Restoration 
in the Harbour 

by Don McLean 

The 1995 Nature Walkathon, like 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club itself, 
is for the birds; or at least it offers an 
opportunity for HNC members to 
make a big contribution to increasing 
the number of colonial waterbirds in 
Hamilton Harbour. 

The focus project of the 1995 
Nature Walkathon will be the ongoing 
work to restore fish and wildlife 
habitat in Hamilton Harbour as part of 
the Remedial Action Plan. Building 
on the successes scored in Cootes 
Paradise and the west end of the 
harbour, the fish and wildlife work is 
now taking place in the east end of 
the harbour near the Canada Centre 
for Inland Waters (near the ship canal 
under the Skyway). Between CCIW 
and the north shore of the harbour, 
three islands are being constructed to 
provide habitat for such birds as 
Caspian Terns, Common Terns and 
Black-Crowned Night Herons. 

Pledge forms for this year's 
walkathon will be available at the 
May membership meeting. If you 
aren't able to participate as a walker, 
you can support the HNC's "Team 
Wildlife", led by president Margaret 
Walton. Send your pledges to her, 
care of the club address (P.O. Box 
89052, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4R5), 


The new islands will be 
accompanied by reefs and shoals to 
enhance fish spawning habitat, and 
will form a protected lagoon along 
Eastport Drive where aquatic 
vegetation is expected to flourish. 
Parkland and a trail system will be 
established along the shoreline, 
leading to a public viewing facility 
for observing harbour wildlife. The 
Nature Walkathon hopes to raise 
sufficient funds to meet the full costs 
of this wildlife viewing station. The 
trail leading to the platform will be 
accessible from the parking lot at 
CCIW and will be connected to the 
Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail (the 
Crombie Trail) that rims from Trenton 
to Stoney Creek. 

Additional wildlife habitat work is 
taking place near LaSalle Park on the 
Burlington side of the bay and on the 
other side of CCIW off Fishermen's 
Pier. Proposals have also been made 
to rehabilitate the Windermere Basin 
area which has recently become the 
home of the largest colony of 
Common Terns in the lower Great 
Lakes. 

The Hamilton Harbour Remedial 
Action Plan is an advanced form of 
environmental activity. It goes beyond 
the traditional efforts to halt pollution 
and protect remaining greenspaces, 
and boldly takes up the task of 
restoring the ecological health of 
previously degraded areas. The 


strong emphasis on meeting the needs 
of species other than humans is 
another progressive feature of the 
RAP. The recognition that our future 
is inextricably tied up with the future 
of the other organisms with which we 
share this planet is part of a new 
environmental ethic guiding us 
towards a sustainable future. 


Event: A Slide Showf 
Date: Friday, May 26,1995 
Time: &00 pan. 

Place: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
4 78 Hwy S3 East. 
Ancaster 

Dr. John E. MacRae will be 
showing the slides he is generously 
allowing the Club to use. The 
following Club Directors are urged 
to attend this special viewing: 
Roslynne Price 
John Fischer 
Paul Charlebois 
Brian McHattie 
Brian Wylie 

Anyone interested in producing 
slide shows for Club purposes is 
also invited to attend but space is 
limited so please call to confirm 
your attendance. 

lyn Hanna-Folkes 64S-194S 
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Wednesday Evening Walks 

As in the past, all walks start at 6:30 
p.m. and families are welcome. Bring 
along yur curiosity and sense of 
adventure. We also recommend that 
you wear comfortable walking shoes 
or rubber boots, and have on hand 
binoculars, field guides and insect 
repellent. Please note: there are no 
walks scheduled for August. 
Unfortunately, there were no 
volunteers to lead the outings. If you 
are interested in leading a walk, call 
Brian Wylie 627-4601. 

May 

May 3rd 6:30 p.m. 

McCormick Trail 

Meet on Govenors Rd. past Dundas 
Valley Conservation Area. 

Leader: Michael Clark 627-5176 

May 10th 6:30 p.m. 

Birds 

Meet end of Martin's Rd. off 
Jerseyville Rd. 

Leader: Rob Dobos 519-888-0553 

May 17th 6:30 p.m. 

Red Hill Valley 

Meet at Hillcrest School on Melvin, 
east of Woodward Ave. 

Leader: Don McLean 664-8796 

May 24th 6:30 p.m. 

Leslie Property 

Meet just west of Westover 
crossroads. 

Leader: Bruce Duncan 519-622-4709 

May 31st 6:30 p.m. 

Kings Forest 

Meet at Mount Albion parking lot on 
east side of Kings forest. 

Leader: Paul Rose 523-6029 


June 

June 7th 6:30 p.m. 

Pleasantview 

Meet at Bruce trail crossing Patterson 
Road Dundas. 

Leader: Barb McKean 523-8961 

June 14th 6:30 p.m. 

Bruce Trail 

Meet at the Quarry parking lot, Kerns 
Rd. Burlington. 

Leader: Shirley Klement 336-5433 

June 21st 6:30 p.m. 

Dundas Valley Botany 
Meet at end of Martins Lane off 
Jerseyville Road, Ancaster. 

Leader: dean Gugler 528-7169 

June 28th 6:30 p.m. 

Spencer Creek 

Meet at Canadian Tire parking lot, 
Cootes Dr. Dundas. 

Leader: Brian Wylie 627-4601 

July 

July 5th 6:30 p.m. 

Summer Flowers 
Meet at Rosedale Rink, Hamilton. 
Leader: Lois Evans 545-8171 

July 12th 6:30 p.m. 

Van Wagners Ponds 
Meet at Hutches parking lot. 

Leader: Bob Curry 648-6895 

July 19th 6:30 p.m. 

History of Hamilton Cemetary 
Meet at Dundem Castle parking lot. 
Leaders: Pat & Brian Burgon 
648-6153 

July 26th 6:30 p.m, 

Bronte 

Meet at Appleby Mall parking lot, 
Burlington. 

Leader: Wolfgang Luft 681-2276 


Plant Study Group 
Summer Field Trips 

Sunday June 25th 9:00 a.m. 
Spooky Hollow Addition 
Inventory 

Meet at McDonalds, Hwy 6 & 53. 
Leader: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 648-1945 

Sunday July 30 9:00 a.m. 

This outing is tentative. Please call 
Lynn Hanna-Folkes for more 
information. 648-1945 

Sunday August 27 9:00 a.m. 

Red Hill Valley Inventory 
Meet at McDonalds, Hwy 6 & 53. 
Leader: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 648-1945 


Algonquin 



Park 

Group 

Camping 

June 16-18 

Join us for a 


weekend of 
early summer camping at Whitefish 
campground in Algonquin Park. 
Space is limited so call early. 

Contact: Brian Wylie 627-4601 


Saturday August 19 7-12 noon 
Kings Forest 

Meet at main parking lot at Mountain 
Brow before Mud St. 

Leader: Paul Rose 523-6029 


Sunday & Monday May 14-15 
Official launch of Waterfront Trail 
Join the fun starting at 9:30 on May 
14th at the RBG. Many activities are 
planned for both days. For 
information call 905-335-7895 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, May 8, 8:00 p.nt. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Prairies and Badlands 
Derek Kirkland 


Monday, June 12, 6:30 p.m. 

Location: RBG Nature Centre 
Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

Annual Potluck Supper 
and Nature Walk 

Join us for our annual 
Potluck Supper. Please bring 
a lawn chair, plates and 
cutlery and food. We look 
forward to seeing you. 


Monday, May 15, 7:00p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: Rosedale Arena, 

Red Hill Valley, 

Cochrane and Greenhill, 
Hamilton 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to learn 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature: 
- Annual Outing 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519- 
622-4709 


To Be Announced 

Plant Study Group 

Location: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
478 Hwy 53 East, 

Ancaster. 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and leam more 
about this fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions, This month will feature: 

- To be announced 

Organizers: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
648-1945 

April Severin 577-9277 


Monday May 29, 7:30p.m. 

Conservation/Education 
Study Group 

Location: Rasberry House 
RBG Arboretum 
Old Guelph Road 
Dundas 

Follow signs to Rasberry House 
Are you interested in learning how to 
protect and educate people about natural 
areas? Have fun learning with us! This 
group meets monthly to discuss topics 
realating to the protection and 
rehabilitation of natural areas. An 
informative presentation and question and 
answer period take place at each meeting 
followed by a discussion of issues that 
participatns are actively working on. This 
is the place to bring your ideas for new 
and better strategies to protect nature. 
The month will feature: 

- Ann Milovsoroff - RBG Master Trail 
Study - Update of RBG trails plan and 
rebuilding of 2 viewing towers 

Organizer: Brian McHattie 905-627- 
3499 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday May 6 morning 

Natural Areas Clean-up 
This is an annual clean-up of natural 
areas around Hamilton. 

Contact: John Struger 547-5116 

Sunday May 7 9:00 a.m. 

Clean-up at Short Hills 
Bring a lunch and meet at Eastgate 
Square parking lot, comer of Hwy 20 and 
Queenston Rd. Stoney Creek. 

Leader: John Fischer 643-3837 evenings 

Saturday May 13 9:00 a.m. 

Spring at Spooky Hollow 
Bring a lunch to eat on the banks of 
beautiful Fisher's Creek. Meet at 
McDonald's at Hwy 53 & 6. 

Leaders: Pat & Brian Burgon 648-6153 

Sunday May 14 9:00 a.m. 

North Cayuga Slough Forest 
Help inventory the plants and birds 
around the Ruthven property. Bring a 
lunch. Call Marina for the meeting place. 
Leader: Marina Martin 772-3246 

Friday May 26 8:00 p.m. 

Moths 

Rain or cold date is June 2nd. Meet at 
Ancaster Swimming pool on Jerseyville 
Road. 

Leader: Bob Curry 648-6895 

Saturday June 3 8:30 a.m. 

Nature Walkathon 

Starts at Mohawk Sports Park, comer of 
Upper Kenilworth and Limeridge Rd. 
Choice of 3 routes, including a hikers' 
route. 

Contact: Don McLean 664-8796 

The April WOOD DUCK was assembled 
and mailed by: 

Sheila Forbes 
Norm Pomfret 
Marge and Norm Ralston 
Jim Stollard 
Doris Bundle 
Phyllis Vair 
Thanks everyone! 















